Bonita Springs Fire Control & Rescue District

Board Meeting
September 14, 2009

Present:




Administrative:

Chairman Ed FitzGerald


Chief Phil Kinsey, Jr.

Commissioner Frank Liles


Assistant Chief Ken Craft


 Commissioner Evans Conforti

Deputy Chief Ryan

Commissioner Stephen Lohan

Deputy Chief Sibert







Deputy Chief Daigle

Commissioner Wayne Edsall

Finance Director Gambino

(via telephone for tentative

           Union President DeWitt

budget hearing)

Chairman FitzGerald called the meeting to order at 5:01 p.m. and began the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Commissioner Conforti began the tentative budget hearing for 2009/2010 announcing that the tentative millage of 1.7950 is 19.56% less than the rolled back rate of 2.2316.

The total ad valorem taxes generated from the millage of 1.7950 will be $16,371,085.21 (net taxes is $15,823,097.21).
The tentative budget for 2009/2010 will be $30,101,327.27; the impact fee budget will be $446,137.00.

There was no public input on the millage or the budget.

Commissioner Liles motioned to approve the tentative millage of 1.7950 for fiscal year 2009/2010; the motion was seconded by Commissioner Lohan.  All commissioners voted in favor of the millage rate of 1.7950.  

Commissioner Liles motioned to approve the tentative budgets presented for fiscal year 2009/2010  - General $30,101,327.27 and Impact Fee $446,137.00.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Conforti.  All commissioners  voted in favor of the tentative budgets as presented.

(Note:  Commissioner Edsall was not present via telephone for the remainder of the meeting)
Public Input (Agenda Items)
No public input
I.  Administrative

a) 
Commissioner Lohan motioned for the approval of the regular Board minutes of August 20, 2009. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Conforti; motion was approved 4-0.  
Commissioner Conforti motioned to approve the budget workshop notes of August 25, 2009; the motion was seconded by Commissioner Liles; motion was approved 4-0.  

b) 
 Financial – (One Motion)

August and current expenditures

Acknowledgement of August 2009 financial report

Acknowledgement of wire transfers between accounts 

Commissioner Lohan motioned to accept the financials, expenditures, the 2009 financial report, acknowledgement of wire transfers and transfers between accounts.  Commissioner Conforti seconded the motion.  Following discussion from the Board on several items of concern, the motion was approved 4-0.
ll.  PRESENTATIONS
a) Chairman FitzGerald presented the following employees their annual 

service pins and thanked them for their dedicated years of service:

Lt  Brewer – 15 years
FF Perez – 1 year (not present)
b) Josh Roberts, Lee County Volunteer Coordinator, made a CERT special recognition award presentation to Helen MacCallum and the CERT Super Volunteer award and a gift certificate to Jack Prendable. 
c)  Deputy Chief Daigle and Chairman FitzGerald presented the Phoenix Award
 for an emergency call of July 13, 2009 involving Ms Norma Teeter.

The emergency care team included 


Lt. Calzadilla


FF Chicas


FF Day


EMT Vokoun

Paramedic Gunn

Public Safety Communicator Whitfield


LCSO Sargent Przespolewski

LCSO Corporal Hunter 


LCSO Deputy Andujar 


LCSO Deputy Woodburn

Bystander George Collins
Bystander Linda Kirschenman

      .  

lll. CHIEFS’ REPORTS

Chief Kinsey – no report
Assistant Chief Craft gave the reports for the fire, EMS and special   operations noting the specifics of each type of call.  He reported that Truck 21     went into operations this month, and the District began the flu shot program.
Fire Marshal Tim Fernandez gave his report to the Fire Commissioners, 

including the Public Information / Public Education report.  He advised that the CERT program will end September 24th, and we will have sixty CERT volunteers in Bonita Springs. October will be Fire Prevention month.  

Union President Greg DeWitt thanked Worthington Country Club for hosting the golf day / luncheon.  He also expressed his appreciation to the First Presbyterian Church for the special service honoring all public service workers.

Greg stated that the Local 3444 presented a check to MDA from the residents of Bonita Springs.  He explained that the ‘Fire Ops Day’ could be held October 17th or October 24th and requested Commissioners check their calendars for conflicts.
Chairman FitzGerald stated that the District was impressive at the Riverside Park 9 -11 Ceremony as well as at the First Presbyterian Church service.  He commended Assistant Chief Craft on his presentation.
IV.  OLD BUSINESS

      There was no old business.

V.   NEW BUSINESS

Chief Kinsey explained that administration requested quotes for the auto, property  and liability insurance coverage.  One company requested the District’s information, but withdrew stating that they could not provide a competitive bid.  Chief Kinsey stated that the quote from VFIS for 2009/2010 is $10,000 less than last year’s policy.
Ray Witkowski, with VFIS, advised the board that there were no changes to the policy with the exception of increasing the property values 4% for an inflation guard and decreasing the premium approximately $10,000.  Commissioner Conforti questioned the property values of the stations.
Mr. Witkowski explained that real property includes structure, finished foundation, and lighting – the complete premise.  He continued to state that the insurance provides guaranteed replacement cost. Commissioner Conforti stated that the replacement cost today would be less than the construction cost, and the cost quoted seem extreme.  Mr. Witkowski stated that in the time of an emergency, the construction cost most likely would increase because of demand.
Chairman FitzGerald requested that Mr. Witkowski meet with the Chief and Commissioner Conforti to discuss the values.  Commissioner Liles suggested the District engage an independent appraisal on the buildings. Mr. Witkowski stated that he would request a risk assessment and review, but it may not be scheduled prior to the next board meeting.  Commissioner Lohan stated that he would like to be prepared in the future, knowing the current labor cost
in advance in the event there is an emergency.  Chairman FitzGerald stated that this issue would be placed on the agenda for the next meeting. 
Mr Witkowski assured the board that the insurance coverage would continue as the policy has been issued and can only be cancelled for non-payment; the contract period is October 11, 2009 – October 10, 2010 with a thirty day grace period.  No action was taken on the insurance proposal as the board would prefer the property values be adjusted to current day values; item tabled.
Fire Marshal Tim Fernandez advised the board on the following change order for Station 5 – (attached)


Change Order # 1 - $2,800.00

Commissioner Conforti motioned to approve Change Order #1; the motion was seconded by Commissioner Liles.  Vote was in favor of the change order 4-0. 
Fire Marshal Fernandez inquired of the board regarding future change orders.  Commissioner Conforti stated that the Board should approve all change orders over $2,500 unless it will hold up the project.  The Board would like to be advised of all change orders and would like a copy in advance when possible.  Commissioner Conforti motioned to authorize the Chief or his designee to sign change orders under $2,500 unless the change delays the project; the Commissioners will receive a copy of all change orders.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Liles, motion approved 4-0.  

Chairman FitzGerald stated that the final budget hearing will be held September 22, 2009 at 5:01 pm.

Chairman FitzGerald thanked Nicole Giuliano for her contribution to the district as ‘Sizzle the Clown’.
Alex Grantt stated that the audit reports have the cost of the buildings and quoted the amount for each station.

Vl.  Commissioners’ Business


There was no commissioners’ business.

Vll.  PUBLIC INPUT


Motion to adjourn at 6:05 pm was made by Commissioner Lohan; second by Commissioner Conforti.  Motion passed 4-0.


Respectfully submitted,


Iris Roman, Admin Director

