 Bonita Springs Fire Control & Rescue District
Board Meeting

March 14, 2011
	Fire Commissioners
	Administrative Staff

	Chairman Steve Lohan
	Chief Phil Kinsey

	Vice Chairman Evans Conforti
	Assistant Chief Ken Craft

	Secretary /Treasurer Wayne Edsall
	Deputy Chief Joe Daigle

	Commissioner Edward FitzGerald
	Deputy Chief Dan Ryan

	Commissioner Frank Liles
	Deputy Chief Shane Sibert

	
	Finance Coordinator Lisa Gendron

	
	Admin Director Iris Roman

	
	Training Chief Donn Cleland


Chairman Lohan called the meeting to order at 5:00 PM, and welcomed the public.  He led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.
PUBLIC INPUT (Agenda Items)
There was no public input.
Administrative

Commissioner Edsall motioned for the approval of the regular Board minutes of February 14, 2011. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Conforti and approved. Commissioner Edsall motioned to accept the minute notes from the joint meeting of March 8, 2011.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Liles, motion approved.    
FINANCIAL 

· February  2011 and current expenditures

· Acknowledgement of February 2011 financial report
· Acknowledgement of wire transfers between accounts 

Commissioner Conforti motioned to accept the financials, expenditures, the February 2011 financial report, acknowledgement of wire transfers and transfers between accounts.  Commissioner Edsall seconded the motion; the motion was approved 5-0. 

PRESENTATIONS

Henri Gagne of Citrus Park presented the District with a plaque for winning the Give Back Day Challenge softball game.  He thanked the District for providing a great service and recognized the coaches and players from Citrus Park.  He also stated that over $2,000 was raised from our game and the ladies’ game for Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure.  
Deputy Chief Sibert recognized Special Guest Carroll Eckman from Clarksville, MI.  Mr. Eckman attended a CPR class in Citrus Park approximately two years ago. He utilized the skills learned from the CPR class to resuscitate a ball player in Michigan who has made a full recovery.

Chairman Lohan recognized the following employees for five years service to the District: Dan Jones, Adam Nolin, Tony Valentino, Rob Schmidt, Mike Bucher, Jared Carey, Andy Chicas, Steve Edelsberg, Tom Harrison, Andrew Riggenbach, and Alex Wright. Members present received their five year annual service pin from Chief Kinsey and Assistant Chief Craft.

Chairman Lohan stated that a representative from Foster and Foster would not be in attendance at tonight’s meeting.  We will attempt to reschedule for another meeting. 

OLD BUSINESS
Commissioner Edsall motioned to approve the Disposition Report dated March 2011.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Conforti and approved.
NEW BUSINESS
There was no new business.
OFFICERS’ REPORTS
Chief Kinsey reported that he attended the Economic Development Committee meeting and will attend the City Council meeting this week in support of an amendment to the Bonita Springs Land Development code to further streamline processes to make a  more business-friendly community. This is in-line with the Memorandum of Understanding that the District signed with the Chamber, City and Bonita Springs Utilities, and does not usurp a citizen’s right to contend or object a decision.
He also reported that the Lee Memorial Health System presented a plan to open a walk-in type clinic in this area.  A nurse practitioner would be the primary caregiver, and the clinic would dispense certain drugs.  

Chief Kinsey stated that Softrim Corporation will begin installation of the new microphones this week, and the microphones should be operable by the next meeting.

Regarding the early warning system mentioned at the last board meeting, Chief Kinsey stated that this seems to be a County or State function and would be a substantial cost for the District.  He offered an alternative option by providing a Public Service Announcement to educate the residents that a weather radio would be beneficial in the event of an emergency.  

Commissioner Edsall inquired about the proposed walk-in clinic.  Chief Kinsey stated that the meeting was very preliminary, and he will relay information as it becomes available.

Assistant Chief Craft’s report was included in the Board packet. Commissioner Edsall asked why the number of calls would be declining since the population is increasing.  Chief Craft stated that the report only reflects two months of the calendar year; he added that compared to last years calls the decline was not substantial.
Commissioner FitzGerald inquired about the controlled burn (85 acres) that recently was being conducted by the Division of Forestry and the 20/20 Group that resulted in a brush fire and why it got out of control.  Assistant Chief explained that the Division of Forestry approved the permit for the 20/20 Group. We became involved when the wind and weather conditions changed and the fire began to jump roadways. Commissioner FitzGerald motioned that the District become involved sooner when there is a control burn and that we take an active role.  The Chief stated that instead of tying up apparatus and possibly causing overtime, he would recommend improving the communications between the agencies and maintaining radio communications throughout the burn. Assistant Chief Craft stated when the County or DOF approves a controlled burn there are parameters put in place; it has been a period of time since a controlled burn got out of control to this magnitude.  

Commissioner Edsall stated that it has been his experience that it doesn’t appear that the wind conditions are checked prior to issuing a permit, and he agreed a truck standing by would be a better idea.  He seconded the motion previously made by Commissioner FitzGerald.  Chairman Lohan stated that this is an operational issue and possibly out of the jurisdiction of the commissioners.  He suggested District representatives communicate with the Division of Forestry to prevent a reoccurrence of this nature.  Commissioner Conforti did not agree with having apparatus being staged at a controlled burn. Commissioner Edsall asked if the District is notified when a permit is issued for a controlled burn.  Assistant Chief Craft stated that we are notified and we do routinely monitor the fire.  DOF does provide tractors and the 20/20 group provided equipment.  Commissioner Conforti stated that the District does not authorize the permit for a controlled burn; they are issued by the Division of Forestry.   Commissioner FitzGerald called for a vote.  The vote was Commissioner FitzGerald in favor of the motion; Chairman Lohan, Commissioners Edsall, Liles and Conforti voting not in favor of the motion. Motion failed. 
Fire Marshal Fernandez’ report was included in the packet.  Commissioner FitzGerald inquired about the quantity of work that we are doing for Estero Fire District. Information from the report was acknowledged. 

Greg DeWitt, President, Local 3444, mentioned that the softball game with Citrus Park was a win for the District.  He also reported that approximately 400 people attended the Movie in the Park on March 5. Ace Hardware donated a popcorn machine, and Batteries Plus and the Local 3444 provided batteries for smoke alarms; smoke alarms were also available. Greg announced that Local 3444  would like to sponsor another Movie in the Park next month. 


COMMISSIONERS’ BUSINESS

Commissioner FitzGerald referred to a previous structure fire and a letter from Bonita Springs Utilities denying a request for fire hydrants, due to the size of the main.  Commissioner FitzGerald expressed his opinion that BSU should not have the authority to state where hydrants can be installed. He continued to say that the fire district should have the authority to determine the location of fire hydrants. Chief Kinsey stated that it is not uncommon to lay thousands of feet of hose in areas where the infrastructure can not support hydrants. Commissioner FitzGerald requested Chief Kinsey visit the area and make a determination if this area need an improvement in their fire protection, based on the number of homes, people and the level of risk.  If so, the District could make a demand for the hydrants.


Commissioner Edsall inquired about fire hydrants and the District’s ISO rating.  Chief Kinsey stated that our ISO rating takes into consideration the number and placement of hydrants to determine the water flow evaluation.  Commissioner Edsall agreed that an evaluation of the area in question should be considered.  


Commissioner FitzGerald asked about the tentative scheduling of Foster and Foster.  Chief Kinsey stated that he requested Foster and Foster attend the meeting to explain a spread sheet presented by Alex Grantt during public input. Chief Kinsey further explained that the sheet included in the board packet from Foster and Foster, under FYI, was for information only and was prepared in relation to proposed legislation. 

Commissioner Edsall referred to payment for a pension conference listed in the financial report, and he asked if the pension plan repays that payment.  Admin Director Roman explained that the District makes the payment because the pension plans do not have a credit card; the pension plan makes payment back to the District. 

 PUBLIC INPUT
Alex Grantt spoke regarding the incentive pay and longevity pay which he implied causes inflation on the pension that these individuals receive.  He suggested that Foster and Foster make recommendation to reduce this liability to the taxpayer. 

Jude Richenthal addressed a point made by Chief Kinsey regarding supporting the City Council on an amendment to change the zoning.  He asked the Fire Commissioners who Chief Kinsey was representing, himself or the Fire Board.  

Steve Slachta, City Councilman, expressed his appreciation to Shane Sibert for his participation during the presentation when the Patriot Flag was received and  his participation in a drive for the Veterans American Legion Auxiliary Unit 388, which resulted in a great success.  
Ron Pure referred to the actuary not attending the meeting, although it was reported in the newspaper.  Chairman Lohan stated that the actuary was not on the agenda.  Chief Kinsey reported that Mr. Heinrich was tentatively scheduled 

to attend the meeting but due to a scheduling conflict, he was not able to attend. 

Mr. Pure asked when the most recent contract would expire -- 2012? Chairman Lohan suggested he submit his questions to administration. Mr. Pure also asked if the current members of the Board voted on the contract. 
Chairman Lohan reiterated that questions should be submitted to administration for a response.  

Commissioner Conforti motioned to adjourn the meeting at 5:47 PM; the motion was seconded by Commissioner Edsall.  Motion carried 5-0.
Iris Roman

Administrative Director
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