Bonita Springs Fire Control & Rescue District

Board Minutes

June 8, 2009

Present:




Administrative:

Chairman, Ed FitzGerald


Chief, Phil Kinsey, Jr.

Commissioner, Evans Conforti

Deputy Chief, Joe Daigle

Commissioner, Frank Liles


Deputy Chief, Dan Ryan

Commissioner, Wayne Edsall

Finance Director, Tony Gambino

Commissioner, Stephen Lohan

Administrative Director, Iris Roman






Union President, Greg DeWitt

Chairman FitzGerald called the meeting to order at 5:01 p.m. and began the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Chairman FitzGerald asked for a moment of silence for Firefighter Bruce Sheffield’s son who lost his life in an auto accident earlier this week.

Public Input (Agenda Items)
No public input

I.  Administrative

a) 
Approval of regular board minutes – May 11, 2009 

       Commissioner Conforti made a motion to accept the board minutes;


second by Commissioner Edsall.  Motion passed.

b)
Financial – (One Motion)


May and current expenditures


Acknowledgement of May 2009 financial report


Acknowledgement of wire transfers between accounts


Commissioner Edsall made a motion to accept the financials, 
expenditures, the May 2009 financial report and acknowledgement of wire 
transfers and transfers between accounts; second by Commissioner 
Lohan.  Motion passed.

ll.  PRESENTATIONS
     a)  Annual Service Pins


For his 15 years of service as a firefighter, Tim Bogacz will be presented 
with a service pin.

lll. CHIEFS’ REPORTS

     Chief Kinsey


The groundbreaking for Station 5 will be on July 1st.  There is one permit 
that still needs to be obtained by the Water Management District.  That is 
expected to be here on June 22.


A discussion ensued regarding a ground breaking ceremony and it was 
agreed upon by the board that a ceremony should take place.


Commissioner Edsall stated Debbi Redfield should be there to take 
photographs and talk with the media as well as she should be attending 
the board meetings.


Chairman FitzGerald requested an update on the TriData report.  Chief 
Kinsey stated a draft report should be here the week of June 8th.  
Chairman FitzGerald suggested that once Chief Kinsey receives the 
document, copies should be given to the board members and a meeting 
set up to discuss the content of the document.  Chief Kinsey agreed and 
will follow-up on this.

    Deputy Chief Joe Daigle


There is no new equipment to report on in the EMS Division.


Per Lt. Bill Clemens, the Training Division completed training in case 
scenarios dealing with all types of altered mental status.  Dr. Nathan did 
an in-service on altered mental status as well.


There are four firefighters who are moving forward with their paramedic 
credentialing process.


Chairman FitzGerald asked if anything had been done with Councilman 
Ferreira’s request to have the fire departments be a repository for unused 
drugs.  Chief Daigle stated he has had a number of e-mails from 
Councilman Ferreira noting that he is doing further investigation at schools 
to see if this would be a possible place for citizens to drop off unused 
drugs.

Deputy Chief Dan Ryan


Deputy Chief Ryan proudly announced that the RIT training by Lt. Paul 
Phillips has finally been completed after almost five months.


Truck 25 will be delivered in the next day or so.  Initial training with the 
factory representatives will be held on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.
Additionally, there will be aerial ops training with our department as well 
as some of our neighboring departments during the month of June.

Fire Marshal Tim Fernandez


Fire Marshal Fernandez gave a compilation of figures for April and May of 
2009.  (See the attached report).  He noted that the Interlocal Agreement 
between the City of Bonita Springs and the Fire District has been 
amended.


Chairman FitzGerald stated that he was still in favor of creating a board of 
review for citizens that may wish to appeal a decision by the City.  


Fire Marshal Fernandez stated that the board could be comprised of the 
fire commissioners or the District could appoint a board.


Chairman FitzGerald made a motion to have the Bonita Springs Fire 

Board serve as an appeal board as well; second by Commissioner Edsall.  
Motion passed.

Union President Greg DeWitt


The men and women of Local #3444 lost two kickball games.  The union 
played Bonita Springs Elementary School and lost eight to ten.  They also 
played the eighth graders of the Bonita Springs Middle School and lost.

IV.  OLD BUSINESS

       None

V.   NEW BUSINESS


The International Association of City Managers is an association of city 
Managers who compile records showing performance capacity for 
different departments within the city, i.e. number of square miles, number 
of fire stations, salary, etc.  Chairman FitzGerald would like the District to 
belong to that association so our District could put our statistics out to the 
State of Florida so it could be compared to other Districts.  This would 
show how our department compares with other departments within the


state.


Chairman FitzGerald made a motion to investigate membership in the 
Association of City Managers; second by Commissioner Lohan.


Commissioner Conforti noted that we are a special district whereas the 
city normally has its own police and fire department but they are not the 
same.  The Bonita Springs Fire Control & Rescue District is just that, a 
special district and we cannot be compared to city departments.


Commissioner Lohan did review the information within the contents of the 
Associations book and found it to be useful but noted there were few 
departments on this coast that belonged.


Commissioner Edsall stated that Gary Price, the Bonita Springs City 
Manager, may already have a book the department could review.


Motion passed.

Vl.  Commissioner’s Business


In reviewing previous notes, Commissioner Lohan asked if anything had 
been done with creating a memorial garden at Station 4.


After a brief discussion on the logistics of who would be able to have a 
commemorative stone/brick, it was suggested by the board that this would 
be something the Chief and the Union would work on together.


Commissioner Edsall noted that several people have asked if the July 4th 
parade would be going on again this year as he has heard little if 
anything about it.  Union President DeWitt confirmed that the parade was 
still scheduled for July 4th. 


Commissioner Edsall also noted that PIO Redfield or a representative of 
their department be present at the meetings to respond to these type of 
questions.


It was suggested by Commissioner Lohan that the union coordinate with 
the city to better bridge the timeframe between the union parade in the 
morning and the events in the evening.  Union President DeWitt noted that 
the majority of the people want to disperse after the parade to be with 
family to have barbeques and then return in the evening when it is cooler 
to participate in activities in the park put on by the city.


At the request of a citizen, Chairman FitzGerald asked the board their 
thoughts on returning to a 7:00 p.m. meeting time for the board.  He noted 
tzhat historically, it did not prove to be of any benefit as the number of 
citizens attending either at 5:00 p.m. or 7:00 p.m. were the same.  
Commissioner Lohan clarified that the meetings have been taped and 
placed on the web for review.  Should there be questions from the citizens 
after the televised meeting, the citizens are free to e-mail the board with 
their questions and they will be answered.  The board will continue with 
their 5:00 p.m. meetings.

Vll.  PUBLIC INPUT


Alex Grantt stated he sent the board a letter on May 18th but said he didn’t 
expect a response this soon.  He asked if the board would possibly 
respond by the next meeting.


Deputy Chief Ryan also noted that Battalion Chief Giuliano’s sister passed 
away from cancer as well this last week.


Motion to adjourn made by Commissioner Conforti; second by 
Commissioner Lohan.  Motion passed.


The meeting adjourned at 5:51 p.m.


Respectfully submitted,


Mary Huss
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